WE HAVE MADE A COVENANT WITH DEATH
AND A CONTRACT WITH HELL

Isaiah 28:15

Editorial

The PLO

Article 19:

The partitioning of Palestine in 1947
and the establishment of Israel is
fundamentally null and void.

Article 20:

The Balfour Declaration, the Mandate
for Palestine, and everything that has
been based upon them, are deemed
null and void. Claims of historical or
religious ties of Jews with Palestine are
incompatible with the facts of history....

Article 21:

The Palestinian Arab people, in expressing itself through the armed
Palestinian revolution, rejects every
solution that is a substitute for a
complete liberation of Palestine.

The Covenant

The Plan of Stages

The Symbol

The Name

The PLO

The PLO, the Palestine Liberation Organization, is,
as its name indicates, the sole and historical
example of a group which assumes the mantle of
national liberation whereas its true purpose for
existence is the destruction of a stateÐpolicide.1
The PLO is committed to this goal both by its
constitution, called the PLO National Covenant, its
political program which is the ``plan of stages'', its
symbols, and the initials of its name.
The Covenant

The main subject matter of the Covenant's 33
articles is one: the extinction of the State of Israel
in the Land of Israel. Consider the following four
articles:
Article 15: The liberation of Palestine is a national duty to repulse the Zionist,
imperialistic invasion from the great
Arab homeland and to purge the
Zionist presence from Palestine.

And so on and so forth.
The PLO was set up by Nasser in 1964 and it
serves until today as an instrument of the Arab
world in general, and Egypt in particular, to destroy
Israel from within through delegitimization of the
Jewish state and by deadly acts of terror. Its
Covenant was adopted at the founding assembly
in Cairo in 1964 at a time when Israel did not
possess any of the territories of Judea, Samaria and
Gaza (Yesha). Thus, the intention of the document
was the area of the 1949 cease-fire lines. Since then,
the Covenant has been ratified several times. In
1968, it was amended and more severe terminology
was incorporated. All Arab states, with Egypt in the
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forefront, have acknowledged the Covenant and are
obligated to its application.
The Plan of Stages

What follows are the key elements from the ``Ten
Point Political Program'' (The Plan of Stages):2
1. Predicated on the Palestine National Covenant...and in the belief that a just and
lasting peace in the region is not possible
without the full restoration of the national
rights of the Palestinian people, foremost
among them the right of return...the Assembly decides:
2. The PLO will struggle with all means,
primarily through armed struggle, to liberate
Palestinian soil and to establish an independent fighting national authority in all
areas of the Palestinian land that will be
freed...
4. Every stage of liberation that will be
accomplished will be a link in the strategic
achievement of the PLO for the establishment of a state of Palestine as was fixed by
the decisions of previous national assemblies.
8. The independent Palestinian authority will
struggle after its establishment for the
unifying of the confrontation states for the
purpose of completing the liberation of all
Palestinian land and as a step towards
general Arab unity.
10. On the basis of this plan, the revolutionary
leadership will set out its tactics that will
enable the realization of these goals.
The PLO's program of stages, which openly
portrays the ``Palestinian state'' as the stagingground for the ``confrontation states'' toward the
``liberation of all the Palestinian lands'', in other
words, Israel's destruction, was ratified at the AllArab Conference in Rabat in September 1974.
The symbols of all the PLO groups and its
affiliated organizations as well as the ten rejectionist groups in Damascus include all of Western
Eretz Israel. This is the official emblem of the
Palestinian Authority as it appears in Arafat's Gaza
and Ramallah offices and in the PA's television

broadcasts. It is not removed, even when Arafat is
photographed with foreign guests such as the White
House Middle East special negotiator, Dennis Ross,
who shakes Arafat's hand in front of the background
of a map of the area without the State of Israel.
The Israeli Left claims that, in Hebrew, the
initials PLO represent the Palestine Liberation
Organization rather than the Organization for the
Liberating of Palestine. However, the Arabic, ``Munazmat Tahrir Falastin'', means the Organization for
the Liberation of Palestine. Moreover, the symbol,
the Covenant and the plan of stages leave no doubt
as to which ``Palestine'' is to be liberated.
And so, at the ceremony of the signing of the
Oslo Accords, the PLO was committed to the
destruction of the Jewish state, within the Green
Line borders, as set out by its constitution, its
political program, its symbols and its name.
Whereas the Accords themselves do not include
any sense of an Israeli demand for a change in this
situation, Arafat handed over to Yitzhak Rabin a
letter in which he obligated himself to alter articles
of the Covenant. In the meantime, seven years have
gone by in which Israel has fulfilled its obligations,
yet neither the late Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres,
Benjamin Netanyahu or Ehud Barak have demanded
a full commitment, as the text of the letter indicates,
as a condition for the Israeli fulfillment. As every
student beginning to study law knows, this is a onesided yielding of the right of demand. Thus, through
Israel's behavior and silent agreement to the
existence of the Covenant, its applicability and all
that it contains, Israel is surrendering.
It is in this spirit that Shimon Peres, while Prime
Minister, directed his government ministers and
Israel's negotiators not to discuss issues that may
``embarrass the PLO''. But the person who granted
final legitimatization to the PLO Covenant was
Benjamin Netanyahu. In addressing the members of
the U.S. Congress Foreign Affairs Committee in
Washington, he said: ``The annulment of the
Covenant is no longer our primary consideration.''3
Israel has thus sealed its fate in signing the Oslo
Accords. This is a correct interpretation of the verse
in Isaiah:
''We have made a covenant with death and a
contract with hell.''

