SHOULDER-MISSILE CAPABILITIES WITHIN THE 1967 BORDERS Ð
BEN-GURION AIRPORT AS AN EXAMPLE

Editorial

The American Stinger and the Soviet SA-7 (known
also as the Strela-2) are shoulder-fired missiles
found throughout the world. Saudi Arabia purchased large quantities of the Stinger, whereas the
SA-7 is produced as the El-Sakar. The two models
made their way to various factions of the PLO and
they are being smuggled in growing amounts, both
from Egypt and Jordan, into the area of the
Palestinian Authority.
The Stinger is a guided infra-red missile. Its
characteristics include:
. Length
1.52 meters
. Circumference
70 millimeters
. Launch weight
15.8 kilograms
. Warhead weight
3 kilograms
. Effective distance range
5 kilometers
. Effective height range
4.8 kilometers
The SA-7, which achieved a remarkable success
rate in the Afghanistan war, bringing down over 100
Soviet planes and helicopters, is similar to the
Stinger in character and dimensions. The more
improved models, (such as the SA-16) are presumably laser guided.
A shoulder-missile is an incomparably effective
weapon against helicopters and low-flying battle
aircraft. Against a civilian plane when landing or
taking off, it is most deadly. Its use requires minimal
instruction, and because of its small measurements,
it is easily hidden and smuggled. In the conditions
that will develop with the establishment of a

Palestinian state along the 1967 borders or thereabouts, the shoulder-missile will evolve from a
tactical bothersome terror weapon to a lethal
strategic one. This can be illustrated by using the
Ben-Gurion Airport as an example.
The distance of the radius of the encircling
flight-path taken by a civilian passenger plane is
between 6 to 10 kilometers. In stormy weather, it can
even reach 16 kilometers. In any event, a passenger
plane in a landing pattern approaching from the
east must pass within range or even overfly the
border of the proposed Palestinian state. At this
stage of landing, it is traveling at 140 knots (250
kph.) at a height of 800 meters. In this situation, it
presents itself as an ideal target for a shouldermissile. The downing of such a plane with the
ensuing deaths of hundreds would be a critical blow
for Israel's air transportation, too awful to contemplate.
But a severe blow to the operation of Israel's
sole international airport does not necessarily
demand a sabotage act of such magnitude. The
ongoing existence of the very threat (such as the
firing of a missile as a warning) would be enough to
discourage tourists from arriving in Israel by air.
All of the above, relating to Ben-Gurion Airport,
are applicable with minor changes, to scores of
communities, cities, industrial plants and military
installations near the border.

