ISRAELI ARABS:
THE DEVELOPMENT OF IRREDENTISM
REPORTS FROM THE ARAB PRESS

Haggai Huberman
The affiliation of the Palestinian people within the Green Line is with Arab nationalism
and Palestinian nationalism... We are an
indivisible component of our Palestinian
nation, however, due to our geographic
location, we are considered Israeli residents
and carry its identity card... We are proud of
our Palestinian identity and affiliation, and we
emanate from the wellspring of our original
Palestinian heritage, culture and history... We
the Palestinians in Israel, feel the pain of our
Palestinian brethren wherever they may be,
their nation is our nation, their dream is our
dream, we share the same blood and attempt
to live in peace with this situation..
This is a quotation from an interview with Darwish
Rabi, one of the candidates for the mayoralty of the
Jaljulya Regional Council, which appeared in the
official newspaper of the Palestinian Authority, ElHayyat-El-Jedida, on November 5, 1998, during the
Israeli local election campaign. It seems that there is
no better illustration of the Israeli Arabs' sense of
dual identity: Israeli citizenship Ð resulting from an
accident of history Ð and Palestinian nationality,
resulting from cultural and ethnic affiliation.
The question of Israeli Arab loyalty to the State
of Israel began with the establishment of the Jewish
state. It is not merely a theoretical question, as this
issue has far-reaching practical ramifications, especially as it relates to the political arena. The ``Jewish

majority'' question was raised more vigorously
during the reign of the left-wing government from
1992 to 1996 as a result of extensive political
processes initiated by the Israeli government Ð
establishment of an independent Palestinian
Authority in Judea and Samaria, withdrawal from
sections of the Land of Israel, and laying the
foundation for the establishment of a Palestinian
state Ð while relying for support for these measures
on the votes of Arab Members of Knesset.
The loyalty question was exacerbated after the
establishment of the Palestinian Authority, when the
Arab Palestinian society began to perceive the
``fledgling state''. Anyone following the developments among Israeli Arabs in recent years ought not
to have been surprised that classic intifada scenes Ð
stone-throwing, Molotov cocktails, rubber-coated
bullets and tear gas Ð were witnessed in September
1998 by the Arabs in Israel's heartland, in Um-elFahm. Since the establishment of the Palestinian
Authority, the ties between the Arabs of Judea,
Samaria and Gaza and the ``Green Line Arabs'' have
grown gradually closer. The State of Israel is
witnessing an accelerated process of ``Palestinization'' among Israeli Arabs, who are referred to in the
Arab media as ``the Palestinians within the Green
Line.'' It is imperative that Israel take action against
this state of affairs.
On September 18, 1998, a mass assembly took
place in Um-al-Fahm.
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Tens of thousands of Palestinian inhabitants
of the triangle, the Galil, the Negev and
Jerusalem, swore to defend the sacred AlAqsa Mosque from any damage.
The official newspaper of the Palestinian Authority, El-Hayyat-el-Jedida (September 20, 1998),
reported excitedly:
The participants in the third Al-Aqsa Congress, which opened the day before yesterday
in Um-el-Fahm, repeated three times in
response to Sheik Akrama Zabari, the Grand
Mufti of Jerusalem and of the Palestinian holy
places, the chant, ``I swear by great Allah that I
will defend Al-Aqsa Mosque.'' At the Congress, organized by the Islamic Movement,
monetary donations were collected. Women
contributed their gold jewelry for the defense
of the Al-Aqsa Mosque...
On December 3, 1998 the Palestinian newspaper
El-Hayyat-el-Jedida reported that:
A delegation from Sakhnin and Um-el-Fahm
visited the second regiment of the Presidential Security Forces, Force 17, the day before
yesterday...The head of the visiting delegation
expressed his joy and the joy of the members
of the delegation to find themselves among
their brothers on the ground of Gaza, the
resilient, powerful land, and among the
heroes who threw the rocks, and thanked
the National Authority for the achievement
which it attained in order to guarantee
security for our people.
On November 29, 1998 the Palestinian Jerusalem newspaper, Al-Quds, reported that:
A delegation of residents of Um-el-Fahm, Ara
and 'Arara visited the Legislative Council
Headquarters in Gaza yesterday. Attending
the delegation's reception was Ibrahim Abu
el-Nera, the first deputy of the Speaker of the
Legislative Council. At the end of his remarks,
Abu el-Nera praised the residents' position
and their resilience in the face of Israeli
actions. He emphasized that neither the
obstacles, the Israeli actions nor the distances separating us will divide us and our
brethren. ``We are all one nation.''

Another item from El-Hayyat-el-Jedida on
October 20, 1998 stated:
General Mazen Az-el-Din expressed his joy
and appreciation of the visit paid by our
residents from within the Green Line to the
areas of the National Authority. General Az-elDin praised the positions of our people within
the Green Line in their opposition to the
racist and immoral activities of the Israeli
authorities Ð expropriation of lands and
deportation of the innocent, in order to
establish settlement clusters and training
camps for the Israeli Army.
On August 10, 1998 El-Hayyat-el-Jedida reported a visit by a delegation from the town Baqa
al-Gharbiya in Wadi Ara to Gaza:
The Gaza City council welcomed the delegation from Baka-el-Gharbiya within the Green
Line, which numbered 50 men and women
from various political and professional walks
of life, headed by Kafah Masrawa, who is
responsible for public relations in the Baka
City Council. The delegation met the mayor
and the senior officials of the City Council in
City Hall. Aoun el-Sharva blessed the delegation and expressed the joy of the residents of
Gaza and their City Council in welcoming
their brothers, highlighted the importance of
the visit as a unifying experience and emphasized their common roots and destiny. He
called upon the Palestinian people from
within the Green Line to provide assistance
to their brethren in Gaza and the West Bank.
The delegation head thanked, on her part, the
Palestinian in charge of international relations and his superiors for organizing the trip
to Gaza, and said that the visit was an act of
mutual commitment with our people in Gaza.
Masrawa posed a question to the mayor
regarding the essential areas in which the
Palestinian people living within the Green
Line can assist their brethren in Gaza and the
West Bank. El-Sharva replied that there are a
number of areas in which the brethren within
the Green Line can provide assistance. The
first area is the undermining of the foundation of the extremist Israeli government and
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attempting to facilitate its downfall through
the use of parliamentary means. Similarly,
they can mobilize the ``voice of the people'' in
order to bring about the election of a
moderate government which will be positive
in its attempt to achieve peace. El-Sharva,
who also serves as the head of the Union of
City Councils and Local Councils, informed
the delegation that the Union had decided at
its last meeting which took place in Jenin to
initiate ties and conduct meetings with the
Arab Central Committee of the local councils
within Israel, with the intention of facilitating
cooperation and raising the level of mutual
devotion and commitment among our people.
On November 2, 1998 El-Hayyat-el-Jedida
reported:
A delegation of the Arab Palestinian Front,
headed by a member of the Front's Central
Committee, Sa'id Sueke, conducted a visit
yesterday to the headquarters of the Democratic Front for Peace and Equality, in a show
of solidarity with the immigrant residents of
Kefar Samhata... The delegation met with
members of the Front, headed by a member
of the Political Office and Secretary of the
party branch in Haifa, Isam Nahul, along with
the head of the District Committee for the
Protection of Immigration Rights within the
Green Line and the man in charge of the
movement for the return of the immigrant
residents of Kefar Samhata, Abed el-Hadi
Muhammad Horani. Sueke called for the
unification of the ranks and the Palestinian
home within and without and for the need of
all immigrant residents to return to their
villages... He emphasized that our people are
one, inseparable unit.
On August 16, 1998 El-Hayyat el-Jedida reported that:
...the delegation of ``Arabs within'', led by
Yunes Jabarin, head of the El-Neda Society in
Um-al-Fahm, visited the Hebron City Council,
where they met with Mayor Mustafa Abd-elNatshe, who provided a comprehensive survey of the state of the city and its changing
face. The delegation donated 10,000 NIS, part
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of which was earmarked for the disabled
constituency in the city.
And on August 29, 1998, the Palestinian television reported that the Authority's Minister of
Welfare, Intisar el-Wazir, also known as Um-Jihad,
said at a meeting with a delegation of Arabs from
Galilee:
We sense joy and pride to meet with you,
because these meetings deepen the foundations of the struggle, the brotherhood and the
nationalism among us, since our struggle is a
common one for our nation's rights, for
freedom and independence and for the
achievement of your rights in full.
And an item in the El-Quds newspaper on
August 17, 1998 stated:
A member of the Legislative Council, Abu elNera, received a delegation of Palestinians
from Israel. Abu el-Nera praised the Palestinian attitudes in Israel, their opposition to
the policies of the Israeli government and
their devotion to the land in the face of the
attempts to undermine them.
And another item from El-Hayyat-el-Jedida on
July 30, 1998 about a visit to the Gaza Strip by a
delegation from the villages Sha'ah and Tamra in
Galilee, under the auspices of the Palestinian
Authority's ``Committee for Ties with the Residents
of Occupied Palestine'':
General El-Arez welcomed the delegation and
said: ``Your presence here today signifies the
fact that we reject partition, and these visits
express the mutual connection between the
people of Palestine, and we are strong, thanks
to our people and your virtue and the virtue of
our national unity.'' Mirsad Halaila, secretary
of the western Galilee region of the Arab
Democratic Party said: ``Our visit to the camp,
named after the deceased Faiz Gerad, is a visit
of brotherhood realizing the mutual connection despite the Zionist actions which divide
the people of one nation.''
On December 28, 1997, a delegation from the
village Araba in the Galilee conducted a visit to the
General Command of the Gaza police, where they
met with the Commissioner of the Palestinian
police, Razi Jebali, who is wanted by Israel in
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connection with the perpetration of terrorist acts
against Israelis in the Nablus region, primary among
them shooting at the car of Rabbi Elyakim Levanon
of Elon Moreh. El-Hayyat-el-Jedida reported the
next day that
...the mayor of the village emphasized in the
meeting the importance of the consolidation
of forces by the people of the one nation, and
said that the Palestinian nation was one
indivisible body, whether they live in the areas
conquered in l948 or within the borders of the
Palestinian Authority.
Razi Jebali, it turns out, is not just a wanted
terrorist, but also a favorite host. On March 15, 1998,
an additional delegation from Israel visited him, this
time from the Galilee city of Shfar'am, headed by the
City Council Member Karam Sabah. Jebali ``explained to his guests the operational tactics of all
of the departments of the Palestinian police and the
duties incumbent upon them.'' Later in the discussion, the terrorist emphasized
the depth of relations and cooperation
between the Palestinians within the borders
of the Palestinian Authority and the Palestinians within the l948 borders.
Ataf Jabrin, member of the Um-al-Fahm City
Council Ð according to the Palestinian newspaper
Ð emphasized in the conversation with her
Palestinian hosts that ``our ambitions and goals
are identical''. She added that
the leadership of our nation is one, and it is
impossible to divide between those within
Israel and those without, as our Palestinian
people are one nation wherever they may be
located.
Children from the Galilee in Palestinian
Summer Camps

The ties binding the two sides of the Green Line,
notably, begin at childhood. An increasingly common phenomenon since the onset of autonomy is
the field trips organized by schools in the Galilee
and the Triangle to the Palestinian Authority, for
joint activities with children of similar ages. At IDF
roadblocks in Gaza, dozens of buses filled with
children from the Galilee and the Triangle can be

seen making their way to the autonomy. The
children, Israeli citizens, are invariably dressed in
identical uniforms: black, green and red Ð the
colors of the PLO flag. The activities include joint
trips around Gaza with the Palestinian schools in
Gaza. These trips generally concluded with a quasimilitary parade, in formation, on the Dahaniya
airport runway, even before its dedication in the
wake of the Wye agreements.
The reciprocal youth program is called ``Children
Without Borders'' Ð befitting a trend whose
purpose is to erase the Green Line. As El-Hayyatel-Jedida described on August 4, 1998:
The delegation of the 'Children Without
Borders' concluded a visit to Nazareth.
Children from the El-Fawar refugee camp
and the Hebron children's home visited the
community centers affiliated with the Nazareth City Council...
The closest ties existed during the Palestinian
Authority summer camps, which were military
camps in every sense, with weapons and assault
training, etc. Israeli Arab children participated in
these camps. ``Tomorrow, the activities of the joint
summer camps for the boys and girls from the West
Bank and Gaza and those from within the Green
Line will begin'' Ð reported El-Hayyat-el-Jedida on
July 14, 1998 Ð ``with the goal of continuing the
consolidation between our nation's children in two
camps in Jaffa and Nazareth.''
Ten days later, on July 24, 1998 the newspaper
described it:
The ``Continuity without Borders'' camp for
the Salfit and Nablus districts opened with
200 boys participating. These camps include
many activities and useful lectures and
training exercises, and consolidate the participants' talents and enrich their intellect. In
this camp, there are 300 participants, including 100 from the districts of the homeland
and 200 from the districts within the Green
Line...In the context of its yearly schedule, the
General Youth Council is working on building
bridges with our brothers residing within by
coordinating our activities with all national
institutions within the Green Line, and a large
number of youngsters have already partici-
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pated in the summer camps which were
established in Shfar'am, Khocav el-Hira and
Nazareth between the 12th and 20th of July...
An additional report from July 27, 1998:
The Arab youth joined the Palestinian youth
immediately upon their arrival at the camp.
Two delegations, from the Galilee and Hebron, arrived at the permanent camp of the
Ministry of Youth and Sport in order to
participate in the activities of the third Arab
camp... The Ministry's representative greeted
the Arab delegations upon their arrival in
Palestine... He emphasized to the two delegations that their presence today in Palestine
underscores the unity of the joint Arab
aspirations and added: ``How we would have
hoped that all of the youth of the Arab nation
were here with us so that we may proceed
together towards Jerusalem...''
And on August 3, 1998, El-Quds reported that:
On Saturday the abu-Ammar youth camps
opened in the South Ð el-Arub and Bethlehem Ð with the participation of 300 boys and
girls from Hebron and Bethlehem... delegations from Gaza and delegations from ``Palestine within'' (that is, the State of Israel).
Another report in the same newspaper on the
same day:
The Um-al-Fahm all-star team from ``Palestine
within'' played a football game at the Nablus City
Council field... A large number of national figures
attended the game... The head of the Um-el-Fahm
delegation inspired the crowd toward national unity
among the Palestinian people wherever they may
be...
Demonstrations of Israeli Arabs
Identifying with the Palestinians

At the beginning of December 1998, after the signing
of the Wye agreements, when the streets of Judea
and Samaria were shaken with riots referred to as
the ``prisoners' intifada'' (with the demand to free
terrorist murderers from Israeli jails in the context of
the agreement), the streets of the Arab cities and
villages in Israel filled with demonstrations supporting the Palestinian demand. In Nazareth, for
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example, a massive demonstration was held on
December 5, 1998, organized by a group called the
``Association of Friends of the Detainee and the
Prisoner'', to protest the non-release of the terrorists. Nazareth's mayor and his deputy, a number of
members of the City Council, members of the
``Association of the Detainee and the Prisoner'' and
Member of the Knesset, Ahmed Sa'ad participated
in the demonstration Ð
``Yesterday there was a mass procession organized by the Prisoner's Club in Jenin'' Ð El-Hayyatel-Jedida reported on November 30, 1998, ``in which
the participants in the procession demonstrated
and called out slogans demanding the release of the
prisoners... A delegation from the Democratic Front
participated in the procession...along with a delegation from the Nazareth City Council led by Mayor
Rahmez Jeraisa''. A day before, the Palestinian
newspaper reported that
a delegation from within the Green Line
visited Jenin yesterday... The delegation was
headed by the Mayor of Nazareth, who, in his
remarks, dealt with the fraternal relations
between Palestinian residents on both sides
of the Green Line.
Member

of

Knesset

Darawshe:

``We

are

an

Indivisible Part of the Palestinian Nation.''

The standard bearers of the Palestinization
trend among Israeli Arabs are first and foremost,
the Israeli Arab Knesset members, who pledged
allegiance to the State of Israel, and display
allegiance to its enemies instead.
On November 26, 1998, after the opening of the
Palestinian airport in Dahaniye, Members of Knesset
Abd el-Wahab-Darawshe and Abd el-Malk Dehamshe appeared on Palestinian television. Their
remarks were unequivocal.
Darawshe:
When we landed in this airport, we experienced a feeling of pride and satisfaction over
the great, influential and important accomplishment Ð greater independence for our
Palestinian people... I have landed in many
Arab and international airports and I never
experienced such a positive, warm feeling of
excitement in any airport in the world as I felt
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today when the plane which brought me to
the Gaza International Airport landed. I felt as
if I were landing in the Land of Palestine at a
Palestinian airport, under Palestinian sovereignty. When I saw the Palestine youth, the
officers of the liberation army who are
responsible for the airport, the members of
the Legislative Council and the SecretaryGeneral of the Presidium at our reception,
feelings of brotherhood and indescribable,
total joy overwhelmed us.
Dehamshe:
We were the first to come from within, from
Palestine '48, or Israel as it is referred to
today, to congratulate you on the opening of
the airport, and to be the first who land at this
airport. We view the opening of the airport as
a new and additional building block on the
way to constructing a complete, independent
Palestinian state, whose capital is Jerusalem,
possessing full sovereignty over the territories
of the homeland.
At the end of the interview, Darawshe said
something very significant:
Allow me to say something to our beloved
people in Gaza... We convey in the name of
our Palestinian nation within, all of our love
and pride to the battling nation of Gaza, and
to our heroic Palestinian nation wherever they
may be. Allow me to congratulate this heroic
nation for all its accomplishments and the
history of its struggle. We were there during
the intifada, during the present period of
accomplishments and Allah-willing, we will
come when the independent Palestinian state
has already been established in all Palestinian lands and we will all live as brothers and
family in one Palestinian state.
This was not the first statement of that sort by
an Arab Member of Knesset. On July 3, 1998,
Palestinian television aired a talk show, with
audience participation, in which Abd el-Wahab
Darawshe and Taleb a-Saana, two Arab Knesset
members took part. We will paraphrase the transcript of the program in a manner which does not
affect its meaning:
Interviewer:

...a meeting with two Palestinian brothers
who came to us from within the Green Line,
two who raise their hands in demanding
legitimate Palestinian rights, Abd el-Wahab
Darawshe and Taleb a-Saana. I want to thank
you for joining us on Palestinian television
here in your city of Gaza. And what do you
think of Gaza?
Darawshe:
Praise the Lord. After crossing the Erez
roadblock Ð and I hate that roadblock Ð I
hope that the Palestinian police will be there
too... I personally feel pride, and my Palestinian sense of belonging to this homeland, the
Palestinian homeland which unites us all, is
enhanced.
When Darawshe was asked about Jerusalem, he
said:
It is not that we support the Palestinian
nation in the matter of Jerusalem Ð Jerusalem is our interest. We are an inseparable part
of the Palestinian people, hence the joint
concerns and common hopes.
And in response to an additional viewer's
question:
Our Palestinian nation will not relinquish its
right, though fifty years have passed, a
Palestinian will not forget his right to the
homeland. A native of Jaffa will remain a
genuine citizen of Jaffa... We have remained
possessors of a homeland, and we the
Palestinians from within Israel who have
retained our land, despite the military government, the policies designed to harm us
and the policy of racial discrimination which
continue to be implemented against us, even
so we have remained in firm possession of
our land.
Darawshe continued by stating that he bestows
his blessing upon every joint Palestinian summer
camp initiative which unites youth from Palestine
and youth from within the Green Line:
Every week, large delegations of the Arab
Democratic party conduct visits to Gaza.
Today we arrived as part of a group numbering more than 100 people, men and women,
for a two-day visit to Gaza.
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Taleb a-Saana contributed his part to the
program as well:
We aspire to unity...that is a Palestinian need.
And as far as what the brother said, ``Green
Line'' or ``within the Green Line'', we claim
that they are trying to divide us into '48 Arabs
and '67 Arabs, but we will remain members of
our Palestinian nation. It is true that we have
different citizenship, but in our hearts we bear
the Palestinian pain and hope.
In a memorial assembly conducted in the
middle of April 1998, marking the tenth anniversary
of the death of Abu-Jihad, who was Arafat's deputy
during the PLO's terrorist years, heading the
murderous ``Western Sector Apparatus'' and was
eliminated in Tunisia, Member of Knesset Azmi
Bishara said:
We require the values which Abu-Jihad
represented more than we need air to
breathe. The Arabs within are the sons of
the Palestinian Arab nation who regretted the
martyrdom of Abu-Jihad. The martyr, AbuJihad, exemplified the connection between
the Palestinians ``within'' and ``without'' and
the connections between the National Movement and the Islamic Movement.
The apex of the political ties materialized during
the Knesset elections in l996, during which the Arab
parties received instructions from Yasser Arafat for
whom they should vote. The political reporter for
Channel One, Keren Neubach, revealed this information in her book, The Election Campaigns
1996, (Yediot Aharonot Publishers). Neubach describes what transpired behind the scenes in the
Arab sector:
Senior officials in the Palestinian Authority
wielded their influence among the Knesset
members of the Arab parties, so that they
would not hurt Peres on Election Day. In a
meeting between MK Muhammad Darawshe
and Abu Mazin, about three weeks before the
elections, Abu Mazin said: ``Come down from
the tree upon which you climbed. We are hurt
by the Israelis on a daily basis and we keep
our mouths shut, so, too, you go and vote
because you have a historical role to play.'' In
terms of the pressure exerted by Arab
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members of Knesset on the government to
rescind the closure, Abu Mazin said: ``Stay out
of our business. Concentrate on your local
demands from Peres.'' Even Arafat got involved. In a meeting with Hashem Mahmeed
of the ``Democratic Front for Peace'', the ``rais''
said: ``The closure is temporary. Peres was the
one who helped us raise millions from foreign
countries.'' Messages of this sort, which, it is
true, were not publicized in the media, were
subtly delivered to the Arab public, and they
had a significant influence on the Arab voters,
which in the case of a standoff or a slight
Netanyahu advantage in the Jewish sector,
could have decided the outcome of the
elections. (p. 299)
The journalist, Pinhas Inbari, one of the experts
in Israel regarding the behind-the-scenes happenings in the Palestinian institutions, wrote in his
book With Drawn Swords (pp. 251-2),
One of the requests which the Labor Party
directed towards the PLO was that the
Palestinian Organization refrain from declaring its support for the party. The Labor Party
told Said Canaan that the conducting of talks
was contingent on total secrecy. If the
contacts had been revealed, the Labor Party
would have immediately disavowed any
knowledge of their existence. The Labor
Party's response was positive but equivocal.
Arafat and Abu Mazin were happy with the
Labor Party's reaction, and decided to open
five liaison offices with Israel in Europe...
After the elections, lines of communications
were reopened through the good offices of
Said Canaan. He conducted a round of shuttle
diplomacy between Cairo and Tunis as the
main liaison between Rabin and the PLO. The
difficulties encountered in the Washington
talks led Rabin to seek an alternative to the
Palestinian delegation and to the somnolent
course of the negotiations, and before long it
was decided to arrange a meeting between
Rabin and Abu Mazin in Paris...
The conclusion is famous: The Oslo Accords.
Ahmed Tibi is an especially unique phenomenon, an Israeli citizen who became adviser to the
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head of the Palestinian Authority, Yasser Arafat. Tibi
cemented his senior status as a Palestinian adviser
during the negotiations which were conducted at
the Wye Plantation in October 1998 pertaining to
the withdrawal agreement from Judea and Samaria.
Tibi was a full-fledged member of the Palestinian
delegation. This was an unprecedented exploit in
the history of relations between Israel and the
Palestinians.

A Theater in the Galilee Presents a
Palestinian Play: ``A Returnee to Haifa''

An additional facet to the drift towards Palestinization is in the area of culture and the arts. On
September 13, 1998 the ``Palestinian Exhibit for
Embroidery and Heritage'' opened in the village of
Iksel in the Jezre'el Valley, not far from Tel-Adashim
and Nahalal. The military governor of Jenin, General
Zahir Munzara, and the Palestinian Legislative
Council member, Jamal Shati, participated in the
opening ceremony. They were greeted, naturally, by
the senior resident of the village, Member of
Knesset Abd el-Wahab Darawshe. According to the
reports in the Palestinian media, Munzara
expressed his appreciation for the cooperation among the members of the Palestinian
nation wherever they are found and emphasized the development of ties of affinity and
trust among its children.
His closing sentence was: ``Our nation is
determined to establish its independent state on
its entire national land.''
In the town of Sakhnin in the Upper Galilee, a
new theater opened in the middle of August Ð the
El-Jouel Theater. The first play staged by the theater
was A Returnee to Haifa, a play based on the book
written by the Palestinian author, A'san Knafani,
about the Arabs' flight from Haifa and their dream of
return. The administrative director of the theater
explained at the press conference why this play
specifically was chosen for the opening: Because
``the establishment of the theater marks the fiftieth
anniversary of the naqba and the immutable
steadfastness.'' He added proudly that the play ``A
Returnee to Haifa'' will be staged both within the
Green Line and in the Palestinian Authority.

On July 15, 1998, a cultural festival, organized by
the Charity Association of Jaffa in concert with the
Association of Jaffa Residents, opened in Nablus. It
was sponsored by Yasser Arafat who was represented by Nablus resident A'san Shak'a, Esq., a
member of the PLO's Workers' Committee. The
gathering began with the recital of verses from the
Qur'an and a moment of silence in memory of
Palestinians who had died. After the anthem, the
head of the Association of Jaffa Arabs, Omar Siksik,
delivered a speech which ``surveyed the suffering of
the residents of Jaffa and their relationship to their
brethren in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip'' Ð
according to a report in El-Hayyat-el-Jedida the
next day.
The Palestinian newspaper reported that at the
Grosh Festival in Jordan,
...on two consecutive days, the Mowal Company of Folk Culture of Nazareth staged the
operetta 'The House' as its entry to the
festival...The operetta is a sort of dialogue in
verse between Rim, symbolizing Jerusalem,
the spiritual and political capital of the
Palestinian nation, and Khalil, who symbolizes the departure from it...The operetta was
written by the poet Samikh-el-Kasem...The
Nazarene Company of Folk Culture was
established in 1982 under the auspices of
the Nazareth City Council.
At the beginning of February 1998, at the
Casablanca Hotel in Ramallah, Yasser Arafat opened
the ceremony marking ``Fifty years since the tragedy
of 1948''. The head of the Supreme Tracking
Committee of Israeli Arabs, Ibrahim Nimer Darwish,
the Secretary General of the Israeli Communist
Party, Muhammad Nefa and the Secretary General of
the ``Democratic Front for Peace and Equality'',
Mahmud Braha Ð each an Israeli citizen Ð
participated in the ceremony. Presumably, it was
they to whom the Palestinian Minister of Culture
and Information, Yasser Abed Rabu referred when
he said at the ceremony:
The gathering today, after fifty years, symbolizes the fact that we are one nation. The
Palestinian nation, despite its long years of
tragedy and defeat, has remained committed
to international legitimacy and its rights: the

