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GEOFFREY CHAUCER

The Prioresses Tale

There was in Asye, in a greet citee,
Amonges Cristene folk, a Jewerye,
(Sustened by a lord of that contree)
For foule usure and lucre of vileynye,
Hateful to Crist and to his compaignye;

And thurgh the strete men myghte ride or wende,

For it was free and open at eyther ende.

A litel scole of Cristen folk ther stood

Doun at the ferther ende, in which ther were
Children an heep, ycomen of Cristen blood,
That lerned in that scole yeer by yere

Swich manere doctrine as men used there,
This is to seyn, to syngen and to rede,

As smale children doon in hire childhede.

Among thise children was a wydwes sone,

A litel clergeon, seven yeer of age,

That day by day to scole was his wone,

And eek also, where as he saugh th’ymage
Of Cristes mooder, hadde he in usage,

As hym was taught, to knele adoun and seye
His Ave Marie, as he goth by the weye.

This litel child, his litel book lernynge,

As he sat in the scole at his prymer,

He Alma redemptoris herde synge,

As children lerned hire antiphoner;

And as he dorste, he drough hym ner and ner,
And herkened ay the wordes and the noote,
Til he the firste vers koude al by rote.

Noght wiste he what this Latyn was to seye,
For he so yong and tendre was of age.
But on a day his felawe gan he preye
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T’expounden hym this song in his langage,
Or telle hym why this song was in usage;
This preyde he hym to construe and declare
Ful often tyme upon his knowes bare.

His felawe, which that elder was than he,
Answerde hym thus: "This song, I have herd seye,
Was maked of our blisful Lady free,

Hire to salue, and eek hire for to preye

To been oure help and sucour whan we deye.

I kan namoore expounde in this mateere;

I lerne song, I kan but smal grammeere."

"And is this song maked in reverence

Of Cristes mooder?" seyde this innocent.
"Now, certes, I wol do my diligence

To konne it al er Cristemasse be went.
Though that I for my prymer shal be shent,
And shal be beten thries in an houre,

I wol it konne Oure Lady for to honoure!"

His felawe taughte hym homward prively,
Fro day to day, til he koude it by rote,
And thanne he song it wel and boldely,

Fro word to word, acordynge with the note.
Twies a day it passed thurgh his throte,

To scoleward and homward whan he wente;
On Cristes mooder set was his entente.

As I have seyd, thurghout the Juerie,

This litel child, as he cam to and fro,

Ful murily than wolde he synge and crie
O Alma redemptoris everemo.

The swetnesse his herte perced so

Of Cristes mooder that, to hire to preye,
He kan nat stynte of syngyng by the weye.

Oure firste foo, the serpent Sathanas,

That hath in Jues herte his waspes nest,

Up swal, and seide, "O Hebrayk peple, allas!
Is this to yow a thyng that is honest,
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That swich a boy shal walken as hym lest
In youre despit, and synge of swich sentence,
Which is agayn youre lawes reverence?"

Fro thennes forth the Jues han conspired
This innocent out of this world to chace.
An homycide therto han they hyred,
That in an aleye hadde a privee place;
And as the child gan forby for to pace,

This cursed Jew hym hente, and heeld hym faste,

And Kkitte his throte, and in a pit hym caste.

I seye that in a wardrobe they hym threwe
Where as thise jewes purgen hire entraille.

O cursed folk of Herodes al newe,

What may youre yvel entente yow availle?
Mordre wol out, certeyn, it wol nat faille,
And namely ther th’onour of God shal sprede;
The blood out crieth on youre cursed dede.

This poure wydwe awaiteth al that nyght
After hir litel child, but he cam noght;

For which, as soone as it was dayes lyght,
With face pale of drede and bisy thoght,
She hath at scole and elleswhere hym soght,
Til finally she gan so fer espie

That he last seyn was in the Juerie.

She frayneth and she preyeth pitously

To every Jew that dwelte in thilke place,
To telle hire if hir child wente oght forby.
They seyde "nay"; but Jhesu, of his grace,
Yaf in hir thoght, inwith a litel space,
That in that place after hir sone she cryde,
Where he was casten in a pit bisyde.

O grete God, that parfournest thy laude

By mouth of innocentz, lo, heere thy myght!
This gemme of chastite, this emeraude,

And eek of martirdom the ruby bright,
Ther he with throte ykorven lay upright,
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He Alma redemptoris gan to synge
So loude that al the place gan to rynge.

The Cristene folk that thurgh the strete wente
In coomen for to wondre upon this thyng,
And hastily they for the provost sente;

He cam anon withouten tariyng,

And herieth Crist that is of hevene kyng,
And eek his mooder, honour of mankynde,
And after that the Jewes leet he bynde.

This child with pitous lamentacioun

Up taken was, syngynge his song alway,
And with honour of greet processioun
They carien hym unto the nexte abbay.
His mooder swownynge by his beere lay;
Unnethe myghte the peple that was theere
This newe Rachel brynge fro his beere.

With torment and with shameful deeth echon
This provost dooth thise Jewes for to sterve
That of this mordre wiste, and that anon.

He nolde no swich cursednesse observe.
"Yvele shal have that yvele wol deserve";
Therfore with wilde hors he dide hem drawe,
And after that he heng hem by the lawe.

O yonge Hugh of Lyncoln, slayn also
With cursed Jewes, as it is notable,

For it is but a litel while ago,

Preye eek for us, we synfulk folk unstable,
That, of his mercy, God so merciable

On us his grete mercy multiplie,

For reverence of his mooder Marie.
Amen.

TN '73'7;; Alma Redemptoris-2
AnK 933 vws i9ip Sy Ty oy e

KYNI IX 033 WK DMyt oy
032 nivYY T3 DipnT YK M
IYYIRT WRAY XApY 7w mn
,01W fann Dy Nty K99 X3 K
D327 K233 DRV N Y

ST a0 whY IRy Wiy
TTTIR MYY oY 13 D3 K7

/1900 TR PR PP 1K T
5 k51 pinT gn3 by Xeh
/TA3T 9383 MY DY Ting
SZ0KIT N Kip) TIMO 0D O
5%y nR mpan kT oy Yy
RN M7 K7 5072 g

AW T A ORI DX VAR

119 v mm obim oy 1
Y7 MK DY 7,0y Sy nn
N9 NX K97 YT WY K
Jbawn M7 M7 oYY Ny
NIKQDT pRYD DRIT T2 72

,DONIK TR D00 oMY 92 DIwn
.03 piiz s ¥ 103 93 0K

ORY MU MRV 171pITR LRd T
YyE o Yinn A X9 e
AV ADIK DM 957 12 Yy WK

78R MK 777 KRInT R
1700 vyn YRV OK YW 100 Wwipa
DN DY) MW TN 93 03
Oima NSY IRR T jvnY

LAl

76



MIHNN OY DYNY DN — VIYON 0.0

TAND 79N NANT D91 ON NP2 ynynn pun
YN 3TN AN 0PON DY NP DYTIN
PPN 12 YOYINN NPHYIVIND TIND NMIVNI)
79591 ,INND YT MMM NP NN NN W
Jenna

MPNNNY 1PN DY YWY DMIPIN HY MNT
A8P2 LYHN YT DN DMNDYTN MYHYN NN
APOYNTA NN MY 20 NP1 NN OPVD
:1919-0 NMIYRIN MO PYN MM NIV

¥ INAINY YY) MNT NN ,Burbank ONN -~ @
NN IPPIIND NIRY 1M VAN NN
(the Bedeker) 772N 775 DY NNPX 1IN
NP HY TENYD MNINND NIN W NHN
— NIRWUNY ,NNY DY 72T D50 NINY ,Bur
AMNIYN 0ONY D1 INN-IRY N0
VPHN T2Y NN NYAY NTIYN 1PN Bank-)
M2 T 9122 PPad

™ DY NPHYPANY NNY I e
TINYY NIW ,NONPID NP Voluptas-1
MWN L NMD YNP T NN IONUNI
P TMYN NRDN TOUNY DY DINONN
Rvaliy)

PN PN Fell ,P1111 YW MDYN DN e
JFell in love ¥ 12102 N1929) IN NN 1NN
NN P22 YW IMIANNNN 2P

DX ATNTNANL OX IN NI MIVDN @
DY DMV AT IPINT VIV N PONTTIND
NVAP YIP DIVOIND WYY 7PN O
JN0 0N DXVIDN OND .PYN HY Avdd
NTIYN NOYY DIVDIND DOVIMN DND
PPN YN DY DNNT WHYNY THIOININDN
DMNIN DDIVY OMN NN MIVDN
10129 YV 1N25D

P1172 ONN .S DY DND NN OIND e
DINN qY AN 9 NP DY L ININNN
ON ININN NMDYND IRV "N 190
NI, (11798 NN, NNNY 1) 1IN PN
PN PYN NN PATND T Ny N
YN NY2Y ONTND 17P DN "OPIND Nyaw”
oY YNNI PRI V) YW NNOPYIIINA
PN

77 nvM9m NPPYILIN

0.0 5Y (INNMP) MNINA PN NWON
1L IIND NATY DN TN N GN)) VPHN
TPOPND NPYNALHN XN MININ N
NANY DNPHRN D N NYIRN INYNN DY
NP N D ,0XINNN PRY PPN NN .OND
PINNY 119,09 MMPT NN WPV DINON
Y NYTIN DI MINYT NP, OPIN DY PRI
90 YN DMPNHN NI NN NYOHRN DIND PYH
NN YN AN MNONNNM 0NN NTHYN
DTN NIWN P (JITYN NN NI IN) MPRN
AP0 Oy POY»I ;IPTaN DY P2I3-1
N AN NYPM ,NNNTIPN NN NI Y1
D29 OMN MNDNN YaY NN 00NN DY
2OUNN YOPDIIND KNPNY NN, 1Nenn
ANPNR AN MM Y71 ,090NIP YT DY PNIRM
™MN2 1NN ,NTN™INID INON NNMIP NINN I
NI HY M PN DN NNPN DY TPHIPIOPND
P90 1OV ,NT09N2 K 95N MIII 17OV MmN
9991, DY NPYN MIND THY MNIINM ) 1%
MDTIN PON NIN WY N T .NHON"NI2 XN MAN
PN PN NN ON 72D, DDUNN NIPN DY
oyoLN I WY LOPON DY PPN DY NHND
MY MPNNI NN MOXIPN NYIVNINY
YN YDNTI 107 MN XNPN DY NMIN
,OMYN OY DNPOND NODPN) TN OPIN
PYI INR THINONOPINN NN D DN IPNINN
;M) 97 1Y ANX NNYD) NY2 ODIN DY) INON
,T92 NP N W pr) [ ayonda ony
1Y DNNANN YO L1NT INY P NNPNN M3
DMIYT DN DY (DYIIND NIV NPYN MPan
JIONNY MVINDPN

oY NNY I MON YN MIYIAPY D Amnd

DTN BN NOID PN PINTIN YN KNP

ONYYD VSN DRINA NON P 7 vnn Hv
JPPOVN N TOPVY 12

12730 0Y PIan
90 DY POYNYa

S NN NYTIND DN HNNNY NPI»YIN
MNLVNN ,0VNON P MPRN VPN
T295) NN Y9 TN DWON [, PV ONNDIM

YU NPNM NINT %0 NHND NN P3N :




DININA) ,DIWYN NIV INDD YV NYN
(MNIN IV 1DV TIND NXNY NYOUnI
™MIANDYL DY IMAND NMNONT IMWYKID RN
YPY DY M NN GNY Gerontion-1 YTV
JINTI0N )P WD AMUNN DY DYINN
mMNT Y 3900 727100 NNNYA DD NANHN
LOPIN HY MODHPIAND 13 NNND NYINN N0

S PIONN

787 LY N2 NN XN

maNoYa PN YIN 0¥ X310 I
NENOII NI NPNI YW

M2 Xo0m 9P 297132 YYienN

9Y XDTINNY YT DY ITNMINBD TN
T2 NPNA YWY 2PN YT 1PN 10D 0NN YN
TN DY MON TN NN 9NVINT NN
NWN IT NPNI I TNIVHRN DNMHIY NVYN
CNNY NOWY) TN DN NDYn PYa OONoN
YY) NWOIN NN T 2y pRan (NN
0N PIMT AN VMDD YN T IADYa DY
D190 VNN PN AN YYD 2701M) DIIND
MY PYON VAYNN HITIDNN N MYNUNN
.My house is a decayed house) 789 VN M NN
VPV DIpm  TTONN MYNYND ayn MmN
NN NPNY DM DDIDIN 0N KUYNN
WY NMTN MIYIVA |, MMNONND  ISDIIPND
TN L1979 N /AN NN MY YN
TN YA AYNND TR DNNND TPYRRD MNTH
ANV YU L0y 10V 97 1Y LYaon mnd
N ODMIOIN DY MMT TN DIPN ,DPRIN
JOPHN HY MNYPYY INAON NPV

M0 L1 DN YN PP M) DY Myon
TYNN — 11902 NN PO DY NIPND ,PNY
,MTNA NN IO NPOXRDD DY NITN
,TPONDN TIDY .IPMIOD NNISND AMYSHND)
PN NN ,PINY DD ISP NN
“9¥ ,)N2>30Y DTN P PN PONN NN DY TN
SN ONNM 19N DMPNI DMITN NTHYN O
(799319 VOIIN) POPDOPIINN NPHNIP
,OPINNN DY PNINN MV XX NI NN
P2 PRY NOD IODIVNIN NDYNM NN
M I .00 KDY ITPOND PIAD NPHRYOVIND
NNV 1OV ,APONDN DY NN N NPHLIOIND
,LODINNYY 9% N3 PRY TV N XD DTN
YN NYIDHOY NIN /IDINNT NDYM MY
YN DY INIMNTITY NIANY NTYNY NN
D) ,LPIN HY NIPNY 0N XD INTHYN NNIPY
JUNDN

NN D35 0N MPIN NP URYR DY e
NDNY A% TR DN TORY Mon»Nn
PIOYIN MIGIND DY INYPYY NNMIYY
MmN 9 YDYA nUhnn nnY N
LIPTI2 NIANANA DVINDM) NIIVIND
NON ON) MIP NPT TPONY  TINInN
MO PIYN DY TNWUNN DY MY NI
MVYA MNYY P NN DY MNYN NdY
NI (NN ININHTY DM PVIPIVDYIN DN
NP 28-2 NYNY ,TINNTID IIODIND INWN
™Mot MUY M1 YN Mol 1914
PR Mp

VYNNN YD IMPY VNN NN NINPN e
OPTINDP TUND ,)0IND MNnD NNNNa
9NV .Lights, Lights PWI8 ,NTIN 9pnn
DYMPY OMNYIHN ORI OMIMTN
MOIN ,PXMN MDD — 929pYn
— IRLDYY OPIAIN NN, NIVNNDD
S5¢ PN MO ;PINIITNT NNDD
SMMINN WD — M9 VYTPN INVDIAD
MO PN ; NPNN 1PV PONY T990N
— ©1) )N ;sur le Carnaval de Venise —
.D"NNY , The Aspern Papers

NSNS N DI NON DD ,INND 00N
YN NNY PV MNN IXIPD DININ
YN DY MDD MNP

PPNYIVINAD DIN — PPOY»Ya
NINONIN

¢ MPY NPT NINMNND NV NN
MYLIND VNI VIYNPNY NV LYON .0 .1
PN TSN OPDY PYI DN INPYAI
XY SN PON NMND MNND NPV YPLON
SV ,NPINONYIAN TN IYTIN NIVIVHM NN
{Sloan) PP MYMIVE MONY Ywnd 1O .ANVYNN
T.S. Eliot's Bleistein Poems, :)INNXN 17901
NN .International Scholars Publication, NY, 2000
PRIMNINWYN PR IINDY YT POW»II Pa
Y NNYTY PN P332 DYON DY DPNYILIND
NOWN YIVNN DY NHYN TN DX D )P 1)
Y APDIROVIND PN DY TNN MPA
Sweeney :)PV1) 1NDI AVINNMONPLIIN
OownY Erect
Y OPON DY NPNYOVIND DN MON»NNN AN
D07 DINN .PI9a NN DYTPNN PV DNNND
720 NI Y DTN I VYIN DY INTHDY
MHWOIN NPON OOIN ,DNTPINN PPV
TWUYN OOV MPY DY INNION TTYI  NYNN

78



T. S. ELIOT

Burbank with a Baedeker:

Bleistein with a Cigar

Burbank crossed a little bridge
Descending at a small hotel;
Princess Volupine arrived,
They were together, and he fell.

Defunctive music under sea

Passed seaward with the passing bell
Slowly: the God Hercules

Had left him, that had loved him well.

The horses, under the axletree

Beat up the dawn from Istria

With even feet. Her shuttered barge
Burned on the water all the day.

But this or such was Bleistein’s way:

A saggy bending of the knees

And elbows, with the palms turned out,
Chicago Semite Viennese.

A lustreless protrusive eye
Stares from the protozoic slime
At a perspective of Canaletto.
The smoky candle end of time

Declines. On the Rialto once.

The rats are underneath the piles.
The jew is underneath the lot.
Money in furs. The boatman smiles,

Princess Volupine extends

A meagre, blue-nailed, phthisic hand
To climb the waterstair. Lights, lights,
She entertains Sir Ferdinand

Klein. Who clipped the lion’s wings

And flea’d his rump and pared his claws?
Thought Burbank, meditating on

Time’s ruins, and the seven laws.
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